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he Valedictorians of 2012

will not only walk dressed
in the golden attire that symbol-
izes their 4.0 GPA achievement,
but they will also step into fu-
tures filled with success and
plenty of support.

Seniors Nicole Becker,
Jonathan Budi, Megan Foo, An-
gela Joseph, Rosanna Ly, Em-
ily Matheson, Edgar Mendoza,
John-Michael O’Brien, Lindsey
Painter, Leslia Salazar, Susan
Swank, Jefferson Thai, Mack-
enzie Wallace, Minya Yao, and
Michelline Yumal formed part
of the highest honors list.

All valedictorians are of-
fered the opportunity to apply for
a full scholarship to CSULB.

Other awards for achieving
the valedictorian status include
a plaque at Senior Recognition
Night and being offered addi-
tional scholarships.

Mendoza says, “I received a
full-tuition Posse Scholarship to
UCLA, a UCLA Dean’s schol-
arship, the Long Beach Bar
Association Scholarship, and
Berkeley offered me their Chan-
cellor’s Scholarship.”

The 4.0 graduates admit
that maintaining their immacu-
late GPA average has not been
an easy process.

Mendoza wishes to earn a
degree in law or a Ph.D in engi-
neering, and Matheson plans to
become a pediatrician.

Matheson says, “I kept my
gold robe for all four years by be-
ing proactive and managing my
time effectively. I tried to split
my time equally between water
polo, school, and my social life.
It was really hard sometimes to
get the energy to finish those
last assignments but I pushed
through and am so glad I did.”

In the following ten years,
the Gold Robes see themselves
busily occupied with their  ca-

reers.

Matheson says, “My ulti-
mate goal is to have a happy,

balanced, successful life.”
Thanks to their academic
persistence, the Valedictorians
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of 2012 can expect just that, a
life filled with triumph and new
opportunities.

Presidential Scholarship Rewards Komathy Remains

Extraordinary Students

By Rosanna Ly
Front Editor

The President’s  Schol-
ars Program at California
State University, Long Beach
(CSULB) continues to be the
premier scholarship of its kind
in the state.

Recognized by the Califor-
nia Legislature, the
President’s Scholars
Program  provides
California high school
seniors who qualify
with a free education.
Candidates must be
National Scholars or
valedictorians from
accredited high
schools.

Qualifying seniors endure a
lengthy and arduous application
process as well as a personal in-
terview before scholarship win-
ners are announced.

At Millikan there were
seven students who applied this
year: Scholarship winners John-
Michael O’Brien and Nicole
Becker receives not only a full

ride to CSULB, but also priority
registration.

“I only applied to CSULB
because it was the only college
I really wanted to go to, and I
could definitely picture myself
there. 1 love Long Beach, my
friends and family are here, and I
didn’t want to leave home!” says
O’Brien.

“I love Long Beach, my friends and fam-
ily are here, and I didn t want to leave

home! -
John-Michael O’Brien

Nicole Becker was
placed on the waiting list for the
President’s Scholarship for over
three months.

“Being on the waiting list
was the worst part. After the
original rejection I got, I actu-
ally went down to CSULB and
gave them additional letters of
recommendations and a new es-

say,” says Becker. “I think that
played a large role in me getting
the scholarship,” she adds.

Becker will major in chemi-
cal engineering, and hopes to one
day become an engineer herself.

The scholarship also pays
for housing on campus to pro-
vide students with the complete
college life experience.

O’Brien will
be a music major in
the Jazz Studies De-

partment. “I auditioned

on alto saxophone;

however, 1 will also be

playing jazz piano in

future jazz ensembles,”
says O’Brien.

After  win-
ning this prestigious
award, O’Brien says he is ex-
cited for the future ahead but
adds, “I will always carry the
many memories made here at
Millikan. Once a ram, always a
ram.”

With their many accom-
plishments, O’Brien and Beck-
er will continue to achieve great
things at CSULB and beyond.

Optimistic
AZsI’faEi;li}tI(l)lrMamnson

R{c{cently COMPASS senior,
ebecca Komathy submit-

ted an essay for Optimism Inter-
national.

She won Ist place at the
club level and was recognized on
April 19. A month later on May
20 she received Ist place at the
district level and now has $2,500
in her pocket for college.

The prompt asked how her
optimistic outlook has benefited
her community. In her essay she
discussed the work she has done
with her COMPASS capstone
class including working at the
annual beach walk and with the
kids at CCDC.

“When we interact with the
kids T feel like it helps us as
well,” says Komathy. She also
wrote about her work with Red
Cross and COMPASS Mentor-
ship.

Komathy will be moving
up to the international level with
her essay. There she could win
anywhere between $2,000 and
$6,000 in scholarship funds.

This fall Komathy will be
attending CSULB, majoring in
English with an option in Cre-
ative Writing. She plans to use
the money for books, supplies,
and tuition.

“Once I found out I won, I
was delighted and I was really
surprised at the same time! I was
so glad to see where my writing
actually took me! It was such
a huge honor to be there, and I
am definitely looking forward
to keeping in touch with Long
Beach Optimist in the future,”
Komathy stated.

As the school year comes to
a close seniors are looking to the
future. Many students and their
families wonder relentlessly on
how they will pay for college.

Every year tons of schol-
arship money is not given out
because people do not apply.
Although you may feel like the
chances of getting a scholarship
are slim you should still apply.

You never know when your
essay will be worth $1,000. To
view Rebecca Komathy’s essay
visit the Corydon page on the
Millikan website.
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EDITORIAL

Life After High
School:
Starting New

By Kaelyn Bruno
Staff Editor

pplications are done,

prom has passed, and AP
tests have wrapped up. It’s fi-
nally sinking in that our high
school careers are coming to
an end.

It won’t really hit most
people until we are sitting at
Veteran’s Stadium in those
hideous blue robes and goofy
caps on our heads.

Imagine how proud our
parents are feeling now that
we are moving out and starting
anew.

And for the seniors who
aren’t moving out and sparing
their parents from gray hairs,
we’ll have fun visiting our free
bird friends at their colleges.

After we get all the par-
tying and social experimen-
tation out of our system, we
will buckle down and get that
degree, certificate, or medal of
honor. From here on out, we
are no longer kids, but we’re
still young.

College: How Are
You Going to Get
There?

By Kaitlyn Martinson
Ass t Editor

Graduation is just days
away. Many of us have

obtained a driver’s license and
maybe even a car of our very
own.

Some probably intend to
drive to and from college, but
is it the best way to go?

Those choosing to drive
should be aware that they will
have to pay more. Parking
permits can vary in price de-
pending on which college you
are planning to attend to next
year.

Also, be aware that gas
prices are still on the rise.
“Gas is a limited resource so
it makes sense,” says senior,
Angela Joseph “Higher gas
prices will cause more people
to drive less,” she adds.

Many  colleges like
CSULB may have a partner-
ship with local transits allow-
ing you to ride the bus for free
with just a swipe of your L.D.
card.

If college is close enough,
ride your bike to school. Some
colleges don’t allow freshmen
to have cars. Carpooling may
also be a fun suggestion when
trying to save money from gas
and parking fees

Check out your school’s
website and contact their
Parking and Transportation
Department to learn about
more convenient ways to trav-
el. It may save you time and
money.

Is It Time to
Let Go?

By Chelsi Harris
Ass t Editor

Senior year is gradually wrap-
ping up and there are still re-
ally important decisions left to
be made concerning the future.
However, one particular decision
may not be as simple as choosing
a prom dress or deciding which
senior pictures to send to your
relatives. This decision may well
affect the rest of your life: Who
among your fiends will stay in
your inner circle?

Friends

Whether you’ve known your
group of friends since you were in
diapers or just happened to meet
them this year, special bonds are
tough to break.

However, after high school
there are two very important
things to keep in mind when de-

ciding on whether or not this
person has a place in your future:
Does this person promote growth
and push you towards positive
new experiences? How strong
is your relationship? If the only
thing you seem to bond over is
similar taste in nail polish and
clothes, or sports, it’s probably
time to admit that the relation-
ship won’t survive.

like a fairy tale.

However, the deadline that
will determine your fate as a cou-
ple is quickly approaching and
though the fear is mutual, neither
one of you has decided to bring it
up. Should you call it quits now
before complications arise or do
you stick it out and try to over-
come the doubt and naysayers?

One thing is for certain:

“Will you be okay with Skype being a substi-
tute for a real date or will that only make you
miss the person more?”

College is a time of great
transition and you’ll need people
who are open minded and under-
standing of the fact that change is
bound to come and even though
your foundation may be rocked
a little, that bond should remain
strong through it all.

Significant Other

You and your boyfriend or
girlfriend have been enjoying
your senior year together. Root-
ing each other on during the col-
lege admissions process was a
huge milestone and prom was

Long distances relationships are
not easy to uphold. With a new
environment comes a shift to the
normal routine you are both used
to. In fact, realistically speaking,
going for a number of months
without seeing a boyfriend or
girlfriend can cause strain on the
relationship. Though there have
been success stories, it’s best to
keep in mind how much you’ll
accept.

Will you be okay with Skype
being a substitute for a real date
or will that only make you miss
the person more?

Also, be sure to evaluate
your reasoning for staying in the
relationship. Do you really see
yourself having a future with this
person or have you found him or
her to be more of a security blan-
ket, a close reminder of home?

Differentiating between those
feelings can be a little tricky, but
it’s crucial because there is an-
other person in the equation—not
just you. If you do choose to call
it quits, remain considerate of
the other person’s feelings and
be sure to cut it off completely.
Though the word “break” may
sound merciful and less harsh,
misunderstandings occur when
the intention is a little foggy. That
person may be hurt, so clearly
state how you feel.

If you plan on staying with
your high school sweetheart, do
what you can to show you still
care. Call once or twice a week
and remember the important
things like anniversaries and
birthdays.

At the end of the day, no mat-
ter the type of relationship, re-
member to remain open-minded
and try not to obsess over the end
result. If it was meant to last, it
will.

Students’ Struggle Fighting the Freshman Fifteen

By Ariana Gastelum
Editor-in-Chief

common fear among the
Agraduating seniors is join-
ing the First Year Fatties, Fresh-
er Spread, and Fresher Five,
who have gained the traditional
15 pounds during their fresh-
man year of college.

When students are living in
the dorms, they are no longer
under the supervision of their
parents. Therefore, they are giv-
en the freedom to eat and drink
whatever they desire, stay up
passed their bed time and sleep
in.

Many take advantage of

this new life-
style, but in
exchange, re-
sult in being 15
pounds heavier.
This weight
gain can be
attributed  to
excessive con-
sumption of fast
food and micro-
waved meals,
increased alco-
hol intake, and
lack of sleep.
Some are put on a tight
budget, which leads to eating
fast, unhealthy food or none at
all. These meals lack the proper

nutrients and
contain  high
levels of so-
dium and pre-
servatives.
The combina-
tion of an ir-
regular  diet
and a Dbusy
schedule often
produce stress.
When the body
is stressed, it
releases adren-
aline and corti-
sol, which slows the body’s me-
tabolism. Stress can also affect
sleep. Those sleepless hours are
usually replaced by eating.

The best option to solve
this problem is to bring bags of
fruit and vegetables in addition
to lunch to school to snack on
throughout the day. These are
easy to prepare and filled with
vitamins.

It is also important to keep
your body active! Join a nearby
gym or recreational sport. Some
gyms on college campuses (that
are included in your tuition)
may offer free classes like Spin,
Zumba, or Yoga.

By avoiding junk food,
binge drinking, and lack of
movement, your body is sure
to stay healthy and maybe even
lose 15 pounds.

Ramifications

by Ariana Gastelum
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PAST & PRESENT

Where are you going next How are you different now in comparison

yearsd

Anaiz Rodriguez
SLC: PEACE

Going to: Everest
Major: Medical Assistant

Excited or nervous about
college? Both

LLELL

I

Modina Tucker

SLC: MBA
Going to: LBCC
Major: Museum Curator

Excited or nervous about col-
lege? Neither, anticipating.

Alex Beltran

SLC: COMPASS
Going to: Golden West
Major: Undeclared

Excited or nervous about
college? Excited

Yoanna Rodriguez
SLC: Global Technology

Going to:
mount

Loyola Mary-

Major: Psychology

Excited or nervous about

Cristal Madrigal
SLC: GREEN
Going to: LBCC
Major: Veterinarian

Excited or nervous about
college? Both

Julia Higgins

SLC: PEACE

Going to: UC Berkeley
Major: Anthropology

Excited or nervous
about college? Excited

to 9th grade?

Jessica Duffey, QUEST: ’'m more outgo-
ing, I get better grades, and also have a lot
more freedom as well as responsibilities.
Also I don’t wear my bangs in a pouf any-
more!

Abraham Gonzalez, COMPASS: When I was
a freshman I was not the best student. I was con-
stantly in the office and all because I wanted to be
cool with my friends. Now, I have become a better
person and I have kept my grades up. I have been
told that when people look at my transcripts, they
see a story.

Mario Padilla, MBA: Before, I wouldn’t try as
hard as I could have in school. Teachers would
tell me that I wasn’t going to graduate. So I started
working hard to prove people wrong. Now I stay on
my work and try my best to do great in school.

Stephanie Ruiz, PEACE: I’ve become more open
minded when meeting new people. I'm less judg

i

Jessica Duffey, QUEST.

mental towards others.

Monica Chin, GREEN: I have changed by adapt-
ing myself to more social suroundings and learning
how to allocate my free time and school.

Jeff Kitano, Global Technology: I learned in high
school that it doesn’t matter if you’re shy or outgo-
ing, being yourself is important.

What 1s the greatest memory you have at
Millikan?

Sukari Smith, PEACE.

Brelyn Malone, COMPASS: My greatest memory
at Millikan was being a part of the spring dance in
2011.

Sara E. Shofner, QUEST: My best memory at
Millikan was being in the stands as a part of our
marching band’s drumline the day our football team
beat Poly High.

Manuel Sarmento, GREEN: My greatest memory
of high school was being able to make new friends
with each passing year.

Sukari Smith, PEACE: Formal was so
fun, I danced all night long with my best-
friends and had a blast!

Cecilia Garcia-Felix, Global Technology: My
best memory at Millikan was watching all the
dodgeball, indoor soccer, and senior baller games.
Watching my friends run up and dwon the gym,
getting hit, tripping, and making goals and baskets
was really fun.

Ashley McVay, QUEST: My greatest memory
at Millikan High School was at QUEST Senior
Project Night because I felt very proud and accom-
plished because that night only meant that gradua-
tion day was that much closer!

Marc Wilson, PEACE: Winning the CIF Champi-
onship with soccer.

Yassine Bouzarif, PEACE: My greatest memory
at Millikan is when my Millikan’s waterpolo team
beat Poly the first time in four years to win 2nd in
league.

Where will you be 10 years from now?

Llana Hedwick, COMPASS: Writing and making
music full time.

Carly Smith, PEACE: I see myself working in a
hospital as a labor and delivery nurse. I want to be
married and possibly already have kids.

Leah Johnson, COMPASS: 10 years from now I
see myself either graduated from med school or a
Masters Ph.D. program. I’'m a psychologist, and I
have a dog named Rufus. He’s old, and only wishes
to watch birds.

Rosten Carmona, GREEN: 10 years from now
I’ll be in school trying to get a Ph.D. in psychol-

ogy.

Jeff Lagasca, COMPASS: I am gonna be a zoo-
keeper. I will take care of lions and tigers.

Jessica Duffey, QUEST: Owning a “green” win-
ery in Napa.

Jeff Kitano, Global Technology: I hope to have a
degree and be working, most likely in some com-
puter firm.

Francisco Zepeda, QUEST: I hope to have a ca-
reer in forensics, first of all. I also want to have
been to Italy by then.

Jake Nieto, PEACE: Being a family and marriage
psychiatrist.

Megan Weissmann, COMPASS: In 10 years I
hope to have a bachelor’s degree from UCI and
have a steady job doing what I love . . . whatever
that is.

Dalton Foster, COMPASS: Working in the film
industry.

Jake Nieto, PEACE: Hope to be done with grad
school.
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Abramowicz, Nicole
Agiu, Robert
Avila, Katny
Beaudry, Kalani
Becker, Nicole
Benitez, Karla
Bouzarif, Yassine
Budi, Jonathan
Burch, Ryan
Campos, Zahine
Cardoso, Rudy
Castillo, Bianca
Chambless, Teresa
Cisneros, Vanessa
DeOno, Ervin
Duarte, Nelson
Gastelum, Ariana
Goss, Lindsey
Hernandez, German
Herrera, Daniela
Hildreth, Jacob
Horvath, Kayle
Hudson, Azriel
Jeftrey, Taylor
Jordan, Ryan

Kan, Victor

Kim, Kane
Komathy, Rebecca
Labat, Dominique
Lee, Jeffrey

Leos Jr., Raul
Lopez, Michelle
Luna, Crystal
Machic, Ivan
Martinson, Kaitlyn
Marietti, Mitchell
Mayo, Megan
McBee, Caitlin
McCraney, Destiney
McVay,Ashley
Medina, Heleen
Mendez, Gloria
Mendoza, Pamela
Menendez, Andy
Meng, Johnny
Michael, Williams (the
second)

Moore, Nicholas
Muro, Francisco
Ng, Torin

Nies, Christopher
Nottage, Kyle
O’Brien, John- Michael
Raflores, lan
Rebated, Jokebet
Reyes, Ruby
Rivera, Moises
Rogers, Summer
Rogers, Summer
Salgado, Dennise
Santos, Marinell
Santy, Hannah
Sarmiento, Manuel
Sneddon, Delaney
Velarde, Lysette
Viltz, Brianna
Wilhite, Cody
Williams, Scott

ARIZONA STATE
UNIVERSITY

Hill, Aaron
Smith, Sukari

THE LIMIVERSITY OF

Gipson, Raymond

A
AR

AZUSA PACIFIC

UNIVERSITY

Perez, Eris

@Cj press College

Jacino, Athena
Martinez, Richard
Mitchell, Amber
Torres, Lupe
Vargas, Marissa
Wilcox, Megan

Aho, Brenna
Antonaras, Alex
Sparkman, Dylan
Bennett, Bryan

|
Celﬂos
College

Alcantar, Eli
Arias, Marissa
Arriaga, Wendy
Ball, Andra
Bugarel, Valeria
Castarena, Luis
Castillo, Berenice
Castro, Cindy
Duarte, Ernesto
Gutierrez, Rosa
Gutierrez, Rosa
Lemus, Jennifer
Lozano, Nancy
Lozoya, Henry
Pesqueira, Jorge
Ponce, Teresa
Runas, Eugene

BIOLA

UNIVERSITY

Geere, Allie
Hendrix, Ekko

University

of Colorado

Boulder

Umana, Stephanie

Barker, Taylor
Sharipov, Rustam

Lopez, Eric
Holderbaum, Michael

Lopez, Algelica

ORANGE
COAST
COLLEGE

Acosta, Ana
Barriga, Jacqueline
Danny, Ly

Nolan, Kelsey

Wheceling Jesuit University

Nile, Nicholas

McGrath, Daryan

UNIVERSAL
TECHNICAL
) INSTITUTE

ollege

Bedard, Olivia
Belran, Alex
Brauer, Sffron
Dominque, Roberts
Duenas, Jaime
Espinoza, Mario
Ortiz, Christopher
Padilla, Mario
Silva, Jordy
Williams, Vanessa

CONMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Gnao, Sina

Ball, Rian

UC5D

Enyew, Daniel

Montano, Jerith

Thai, Jefferson
Iq|._"a|..“i. BN

’{::'
("

Henderson, Emily

UNIVERSITY of

DUBUQUE

Dobard, Justin

ST. MARY'S
COLLEGE

Fricke, Katelin

Hernandez, Miguel

——UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA——

UucC

Gonzalez, Abraham
Quarnstrom, Sean

Aichele, Nicole
Chong, Stephanie
Johnson, Leah
Kovacs, Robert
Sayre, Tori

COLLEGE
Acha, Katherine
Alcala, Luis
Almaraz, Maria
Angell, Kristina
Arroyo, Erick
Artiga, Jonathan
Baberland, Jennifer
Barajas, Ivan
Beller, Sara
Bermudez, Norma
Berry, Elizabeth
Bierman, Jacob
Blatt, Randy
Bowling, Jessica
Brauer, Saffron
Brazel, Ikea
Buckowski, Jacob
Cardenas, Luis
Castaneda, Juan
Castellanos, Marco
Ceballos, Giorgiano
Cisneros, Griselda
Combs, Bryson
Curiel, Sinai
Daniel, Jordan
Del Aguila, Ilder
Diaz, Joel
Duarte, Jesse
Duran, Jesus
Edwards, Dailisa
Erick, Guillen
Fernandez, Erika
Flores, Bernardo
Flores, Josue
Galdamez, Carla
Gallegos, Jessica
Galloway, Jacob
Ganioco, Cassandra
Garcia, Alejandro
Garcia, Gabricla
Garcia, Jaime
Garcia, Jalisa
Gawaran, John
Gilberto, Pineda
Gold, Edward
Gonzalez, Veronica
Grigsby, Rickie
Guemero, Cynthia
Guerrero, Lorie
Guerrero-Garcia, Alheli
Gustavo, Saucedo
Gutierrez, Yuliana
Hawkins, Tyrisha
Heaslet, Bethany
Hernandez, Fabian
Hernandez, Lourdes
Herrera, Judith
Hinojosa, Daniel
Iraola, Stephanie
Jackson, Donald
Jimenez, Jocelyn
Johnson, Rachel
Jones, Marshall
Jordan, Jeramy
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age

Kane, Kim
Lagasca, Jeff
Leo, Sebastian
Lopez, Alejandro
Lopez, Erika
Lopez, Jose
Loya, Jimmy
Luka, Braden
Machado, Wendy
Mariscal, Mario
Martinez, Ken (firefighter
job offer)
Martinez, Rogelio
Medina, Mariah
Mendez, Josue
Mendez, Josue
Moak, Molly
Mora, Lizel
Morales, Manuel
Morales, Rodrigo
Morales, Santiago
Moreno, Carlos
Morey, Dane
Murillo, Matthew
Myles, Karrasia
Nolan, Alexis
Noyala, Nemesis
Odila, Sandaval
Pavon, Obed
Perez, Branden
Perez, Raul
Pleshek, Nathan
Porter, Courtney
Ramirez, Cristian
Ramirez, Ivette
Reyes, Alex
Reyes, Candy
Rivas, Roxana
Roberts, Marcia
Robles, Jazmin
Rosales, Bianca
Rosales, Rogelio
Ruiz, Christina
Ruiz, Kael

Ruiz, Maria

San, Colleen
Sanchez, Emmanuel
Sanchez, Jocelyn
Santana, Marco
Sarom, Davish
Scott, Dionna
Shanklin, Renee
Sinsun, Stephani
Smith, Courtney
Tabuso, Scott
Tidwell, Gabriel
Torres, Francisco
Torres, Isidro
Twaddell, Heather
Vaca, Cynthia
Vasquez, Gustavo
Vega, Benjamin
Williams, Sterling
Zambrano, Frankie
Zeltzin, Salazar

@J Channel Islands
Imagine. How the future begins.

Barker, Shayna

CHAPMAN

UNMIVERESITY

Gonzalez, Alfredo

Los Angeles Harbor College
Guerrero, Jordan

UNIVERSITY
n.) of HAWAI'T
A MANOA
Eng, Caitlin

Moy, Malia

*
E SCHOOLS OF BEAUTY

De Jesus, Aglae

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Brown Jesse
Higgins, Julia
Rivera, Ernesto

e [

CONCORDIA

Stevens, Matthew

Calimquim,Vanessa

%

Alabama

A&M
UNIVERSITY
Webb, Branden

DiNapoli, Nicholas
Gutierrez, Eder

DeVry U

University

Cabrera, Daryl
Mendozo, Gustavo

Lopez, Cooper

AMDA

THE AMERICAN MUSICAL
AND DRAMATIC ACADEMY

Thompson, Keianna

LOS ANGELES"

FILM ECHOOI

Ledesma, Gerardo

C
reg

Casias, Jayson

Smith, Carly
Vestre, Kylie

SAN FRANCISCO

STATE UNIVERSITY

Y

Pellas, Faith
Reynolds, Nicole

UNIVERSITY of
SAN FRANCISCO

Luchtman, Emily

Lawrence, Amelia
Nieto, Jake
Rivera, Patty
Salinoz, Jesus

SANTA
MONICA

(D]E?(‘}E

Prado, Roman
Chin, Giovanni

@" Tulane

& University

Marshall, Tarah

Ly, Rosana
Painter, Lindsey
Yao, Minya
Yumul, Michelline

MARY S
COLLEGE

HCALIFORMIA

Malone, Brelyn
Ruiz, Yaeli

EASTERN OREGON
ERSITY

U oMLY

Zuniga, Gregory

UClIrvine

University of California, Irvine

Ashari, Neeki
Bermudez, Zidney
Cabrega, Jerome
Chin, Monica
Eneyew, Daniel
Moreno, Cassandra
Nguyen, Jackie
Ponce, Pedro
Rosales, Dianna
Salazar, Leslia
Weissmann, Megan

l] UNIVERSITY

Cervantes, Stephanie

UCDAVIS

Leon, Brian
Monserrat, Jann
Reyes, Alexis

SAN DIEGO STATE
UNIVERSITY

Brutsche, Taylor
Foo, Megan
Rapalo-Martinez, Sagrario

Valdelamar, Julicta

CALIFORNIA STATE
UNIVERSITY

EAST BAY

Garcia-Felix, Cecilia

=

GRINNELL
COLLEGE

Tavasti, Danielle

UNIMERSITYOF \THE

PACIFIC

Omoruyi, Osagie

Gaines, Devin

Army
Sarom, Davish

Marine Corps
Carmona, Brian
Corona, Moises
Correa, Breanna
Manzo, Marcos
Morales, Gregory
San, Colleen

Navy

Acosta, Jacob
Casarez, Anyssa
Holdren, Sam
Pleshek, Nathan

Universal Exchange
Programs

Jones, Stephanie
(Germany)

Keech, Richard (Thailand)
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HIGHLIGHTS

I

American V)

Red Cross |

fst ' ey L

Victor Picazo and Velveth Alarcon won formal king and queen. R.e:de ‘Cross.pé'rticipate‘dl By selling Arizona Icéd Tea and Sﬁgpple in their homecomin booth.

Robert Agiu. Brent York, Stephanie Umana, and Veronica Craighead played comical skits in Improv. Kalani Beaudry was the Queen of Homecoming.
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senior Students Batffled hy Gollege Choices

CHOOSING COURSES

CHOOSING MAJORS

By Jeanette Ramirez
Staff Editor

I < nowing what really engages
you is critical for choosing

a major. If you think you want
to be a doctor, but can't wait
until chemistry ends because it
means you can head straight to
your English class, pay attention
to that.

A majority of students in all
colleges and universities change
their major at least once in their
college careers; and many others
change their major several times
over the course of their college
career. So pick something that
speaks to the fire in your belly
and will get you excited.

“I can’t expect a 17 or 18
year old to know what they want.
In fact, students don’t have to
pick a major until they’re juniors
in college,” comments Michelle
Ponce. “Websites like California
Career Zones and Career Cafe
could help make up your mind.”

Majoring in something that
you have a natural inclination
toward can speak to where your
interests and skills are.

Don't limit yourself to only
doing what is traditional for
those fields. If you want to be a
doctor but have a love of social
studies, make sure you take your
pre-med requirements but look
into majoring or minoring in his-
tory or political science.

The first step in deciding a
major should be an examination
or self-assessment of your inter-
ests. What excites you? What
types of jobs or careers appeal to
you?

The second step is an exam-
ination of your abilities. What
are your strengths? What are
your weaknesses? What kind of
skills do you have?

The third step involves
examining what you value in
work. Examples of values in-
clude: helping society, working
under pressure, group affiliation,
stability, security, status, pacing,
working alone or in groups, hav-
ing a positive impact on others,
and many more.

The fourth stop is career ex-
ploration. What can you do with
a major in...?

The fifth step on your jour-
ney is the reality check. You
need to honestly evaluate your
options. Do you really value
physicians and have an interest
in being a doctor, but have little
skills in science?

The sixth and final step
is the task of narrowing your
choices and focusing on choos-
ing a major.

You should now have a bet-
ter idea of the careers or majors
you are not interested in pursu-
ing as well as a handful of po-
tential careers or majors that do
interest you.

By Amira Latif
Staff Editor

hen we go to college not

knowing exactly what to
expect the first year, it can feel
like taking a dive into a giant
shark tank. This is a whole new
journey we’re beginning on.

Questions flood our mind:
How am I going to live away
from home? What is my major?
How am I going to choose my
classes? And so on...

Some tips and suggestions
though on choosing your courses
may help appease the chaos of
this transition.

Placement Tests

Beanca  Fuentes, 2011
QUEST graduate said, “When
I entered college, I had to take
the placement tests for math and
English. Test scores determine
courses in these subject areas
first. Or, to opt out, at least for
my college, you could pass the
AP test.”

CSU’s and most UC’s, also
exempt you from those courses
if you have passed the Early As-
sessment Program given with the
STAR test junior year.

Unit Requirements

Try to find out the specific
unit requirements for your uni-
versity or college. It’s helpful
to know which are electives and

which are requirements and how
many units a class is worth.

General Education
Requirements

Before really being able to
choose those courses you’re ar-
dent about, you’re going to have
to take some general education
courses. These are math, science,
English, government, economics
and some elective courses.

Many of you may want to
jump right into taking courses for
your major, but general education
classes really do help if you’re
undecided. It’s nice to sample be-
fore actually diving into the real
thing. If you’re in a rush, howev-
er, passing AP tests can help you
achieve that goal faster as well as
save you a lot of money.

Meet With Your Advisor

College advisors are there to
do almost the same thing as what
your high school counselor does
here. These people know what
they’re talking about since part of
their job is to aid with these type of
situations. They can help answer
your questions on what classes to
take, what classes that you don’t
need to take, and more.

These tips might not answer
the pool of questions you may
have, but just knowing a little
about what you’re getting into
may make things a bit easier.

CORYDON SENIORS LEAVE INFLUENTIAL MARK

By Jeanette Ramirez
Staff Editor

he Corydon has had its fair share

of valuable reporters. Over the
years they have contributed plenty to
the paper. Now that the year is over,
we congratulate our graduating

She has an internship at Kaiser
Permanente’s pharmacy department
this summer. Ly will then attend
UCLA with a minor in communica-
tions next year.

Athletics editor, Kaelyn Bruno
has a love for Major League sports

Bruno remarked, “I strongly be-
lieve in the power of the pen because
I have loved the art of the English lan-
guage and spoken word for the longest
time. [The Corydon] has made my
senses for those arts keener.”

The 2011-2012 school year also

seniors.

Ariana Gastelum, editor-in-
chief, first joined the Corydon
as a sophomore. She began as
a reporter but quickly advanced
to assistant front page editor. By
junior year, she became the front
page editor of the paper. As a se-
nior, she now runs the show and
takes pride in her work.

“Joining the Corydon gave
me a sense of direction. I finally
found my passion,” says Gaste-
lum. “T had never been a leader
of anything before, and suddenly
I was the leader.”

To add to her already im-
pressive resumé—which in-
cludes being a former basket-
ball player and cross-country
runner—she has signed on to be
an intern for the weekly Signal
Tribune this summer. She also
plans to major in journalism at
CSULB next fall.

Rosanna “Rosie” Ly joined
the Corydon staff as a junior
along with Kaelyn Bruno and
Taylor Jeffrey in 2010. They con-
tinued their senior years as editors

With Ly’s talent for bringing in
all the loudness, fun, and energy each
day into the news room, she takes the
front page from snore to more.

“I am not a procrastinator. That
is probably what sets me apart from
my peers,” Ly explains. “I am a very
driven person.”

that has motivated her to start her re-
porting career early. Bruno’s involve-
ment in water polo and swim increases
her credibility.

Her part in producing eye-pleas-
ing layouts and laugh-worthy articles
has led her to continue a career in
communications and public relations
at LBCC.

PHOTO BY JEANETTE RAMIREZ

From left to right: Kaelyn Bruno (PEACE), Kaitlyn Martinson (COMPASS),
Libby Berry (PEACE), Ariana Gastulem (QUEST), Rosanna Ly (QUEST),
and Anna Lebn (QUEST). Not pictured.:

Taylor Jeffrey (QUEST).

brought some new faces to the Cory-
don staff, among whom are senior re-
porters and assistant editors Elizabeth
“Libby” Berry, Anna Ledn, and Kait-
lyn Martinson.

In Berry’s perspective, the Cory-
don has changed her because she now
realizes that a small class can do amaz-
ing things when working together.

“I have contributed to the Cory-
don by my ability to help everyone,
whether it was covering a sport, taking
photos, getting attribution, or conduct-
ing interviews,” Berry said.

Berry hopes to continue water
polo and swim at LBCC, and at a UC
when she transfers and majors in
business.

QUEST-Interact Club presi-
dent, Leon, has always had an in-
terest in journalism. Someday she
hopes to become a journalist for a
major fashion magazine. For now,
she will go to NYU next fall to
major in journalism and hopes to
acquire an internship in the fash-
ion industry.

“I decided to join the Cory-
don to build my writing portfolio
and gain more journalistic expe-
rience,” she says. “I'm very glad
I did it; it has been an insightful
journey.”

When asked to describe her-
self, Martinson replied, “Hi, I'm
Krazy Katey. I'm so Krazy, it’s
Krazy.” Referred to as “short,
sweet, but never to the point,” by
Berry, Martinson definitely gives
the Corydon a quirky personality.

Joining the 49’ers next year,
Kaitlym Martinson plans to be the
first in her family to graduate from
college and major in communica-
tive disorders.

Website co-editor, Taylor Jef-
frey, won first place in the California
Regional Competition of the National
Bar Association’s Martin Luther King
Drum Major for Justice Advocacy
Competition.

Her contribution to the Corydon
includes the Ram Cam (presented dur-
ing QUEST Senior Project Night) and
managing the web site.

Freshman 101:
Must-Haves
for the College
Dorm Room

By Joyce Ramos
Ass t Editor

Before the Class of 2012 can
pack their bags and head
off to become college freshmen,
there are a couple of items worth
adding to the supply list.

Microwave

The tool any college kid
needs to cook up those Friday
night TV dinners. No hassle, no
mess, just pre-packaged food
goodness.

Plush Furniture

A book junkie needs a com-
fy place to kick it to study for
that upcoming mid-term exam
or to just read a classic novel for
the fifth time.

Alarm Clock Stereo

The irritable buzzing from
this reliable object never fails to
herald the morning and prevents
a late arrival to class. It’s also
great for playing one’s favorite
tunes when the music mania sets
in.

Air Purifier/ Room Fragrance

Freshens up the air and
makes the stench coming from
a roommate’s gym bag seem al-
most unnoticeable.

Storage Cubes

Perfect for eliminating clut-
ter and organizing the college
pad. Special lock and key stor-
age furnishings come in handy
when keeping sticky fingers
away from delicate belongings.

Wall Décor

Personalize the crib with
splashes of color, figures of
various sizes, and posters of all
kinds. Just keep in mind that if
the room is being shared, décor
should not invade the other half
of the dorm.

With these basics, 2012
graduates will have a classy
dorm room equipped with all
the essentials needed to survive
college. Visit your local shop-
ping mall and pick them up!
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*In alphabetical order

Steven Barrera
Arizona Western
Boys soccer
Libby Berry
LBCC

Girls polo/ swim

Alex Castro
LBCC

Boys track
Keondra Cole
South West College
Girls basketball
Raneisha Duncan
Central Arizona
Girls basketball

<9

Daniel Eneyew

UC San Diego

Boys track

Hugo Gonzalez

Great Falls University Montana
Boys soccer

Miguel Hernandez

Great Falls University Montana

Boys soccer

High School
Pathwag To Excellence & Integrity

Shelby Hunt

Golden West JC

Girls volleyball

Kelly Johnson

College of Saint Rose New
York

Girls Soccer

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GAZETTE

Emily Matheson
Long Beach State
Girls polo

Alana McKean
UCLA- rowing
Girls swim/ polo
Kylie Vestre
Sonoma State
Girls polo

Just What Do
Kidettes Do?

By Kaitlyn Martinson
Staff Reporter

I< idettes at Millikan play
an important role in in-

creasing school spirit at game,
rallies, and assemblies.

On Friday, May 4 they
hosted tryouts for the upcom-
ing 2012-2013 school year.

Approximately 25 girls
will be on the team next year
compared to the 18 on this
year’s squad.

They perform at football
and basketball games, along-
side marching band, and at
Winter Guard competitions.

For their performances
and competitions, the Kidettes
need to have the elegance of
dancers to follow along with
their choreography and also be
able to use props such as flags,
rifles, and sabers.

“Being on kidettes has
made me stronger,” says, Sal-
cido “I know that we are dif-
ferent and unique.”

Salcido plans to continue
on as captain next year, but for
now the team is ready to wind
down and relax until their
practices start up again this
summer.

Running Rams
Advance to CIF Finals

By Sydney Scott
Staff Reporter

fter hours of practice, and

hard work and meets, Mil-
likan’s track and field team had
several competitors make it to
CIF and won Moore League
Champion  ti-

then crossing the finish line.”

In distance, both Pablo
Cardenas and Gloria Mendez
succeeded in the mile, and went
on to CIF prelims.

Besides the runners, Robert
Kovacks made it to CIF in the
pole vault competition. Brianna

Viltz, she won

tles. past  Moore
.Several “All I remember League‘ and
seniors ~ won made it to

Moore League
and made it
to CIF. Shakir
Smith, sprinter,
won first place
in the 400 me-
ter run. He not
only made it to
CIF finals, but
also broke a
Millikan record in the 400- me-
ter run at league finals.

After a difficult start, Alex
Castro won first place in the 300-
meter hurdles at Moore League
Finals, and also advanced to CIF
finals. When asked how the final
race went he commented, “All I
remember was hitting the hurdle,

was hitting the
hurdle,
then crossing the
finish line.”
-Alex Castro

CIF finals in
the throwing
competition.
“The team
was great this
year! Every-
one really put
in the effort,”
says team
mate Hannah
Robidoux. “The throwing team
especially did well, we have Bri-
anna to show for it.”

The coaches and the team
are very proud to have made it
so far. The seniors have left a
very successful mark on Milli-
kan’s track and field.

=4 5 3
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GOLF SWINGS TO A CLOSE

Captain of the golf team, senior Jesse Brown, practices for an upcom-
ing match at the Heartwell Park driving range. The Rams went fourth
in league with wins over Cabrillo and Jordan.




