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Deepest Dive Finds Plas-
tic at Bottom of Ocean 

Retired naval offi-
cer Victor Vescovo ac-
complished the deep-
est dive made by a 
human-manned submarine.

Vescovo descended 
35,853 feet into the Ma-
rina Trench, 52 feet deep-
er than the previous 1960 
record of 35,801 feet.

Vescovo reported find-
ing plastic litter at the 
bottom of the trench. His 
equity-fund, Insight Eq-
uity Holdings, is analyz-
ing to confirm it is plastic.

New Zealand Introduces 
Wellness Budget

Hon Grant Robertson, 
New Zealand’s Minister 
of Finance, declared that 
the country will focus on 
their citizen’s wellbeing 
through a new budget plan.  

Homeownership in 
New Zealand is at a 60-
year low, while home-
lessness and suicide 
rates have increased.  

The budget plan in-
cludes a cultural reha-
bilitation program for 
high-profile prisoners 
and more investment into 
health and education.

Further details will be 
announced later this year.

North Korea Demands 
Seized Cargo Ship  

North Korea demand-
ed the return of a North 
Korean cargo ship from 
America as it was seized 
due to being involved 
with banned coal exports.

The Korean Cen-
tral News Agency, or 
KCNA for short, claimed 
that the U.S. is betray-
ing an agreement made 
in a summit agreement in 
June between President 
Trump and Kim Jong Un. 

North Korea is cur-
rently banned from export-
ing coal due to 2017 U.N. 
sanctions as punishment for 
testing powerful weapons.

Millikan Keeps Up With the World

By Klaire Ansnes
Staff Reporter

Juniors are loaded with 
SAT’s, AP’s, finals and 

SBAC testing all in one 
year, but why is SBAC 
testing still necessary?

“SBAC testing in our 
district and other districts 
helps compare students all 
around California so we 
can see where our students 
are at,” says MIT English 
teacher Mrs. Young. “Not 
all students take finals. 
They take the SBAC  so 
that we can compare stu-
dents  to others in the state.”

SBAC testing is im-
portant,  but some stu-
dents say that SBAC is an 
inaccurate representation 
because juniors are burnt 
out from other assess-
ments that they have taken 
throughout the year, such 

as AP exams and the SAT. 
“Students are required 

to do so much in their high 
school years to prepare for 
college that it becomes too 
overwhelming for them,” 
says QUEST junior Alaina 
English. “With SAT’s, fi-
nals, and AP testing, SBAC 
becomes unnecessary.”

There are four per-
formance levels for ELA 
and Math: Standard Not 
Met, Standard Near-
ly Met, Standard Met, 
and Standard Exceeded. 

If juniors meet the 
Standard Met or Stan-
dard Exceed on the 
SBAC test, students can 
earn up to a two percent 
increase on their grade in 
their English class. How-
ever, this school incentive 
will depend on wheth-
er or not their English 
teacher will abide by this. 

The Slant on SBAC

By Elizabeth Dodd
Copy Editor

Every year there is the an-
nual Open House Fash-

ion Show. This year, it will 
be held on May 23 at 7 pm 
in front of the auditorium. 
It is free admission for all.

According to the fash-
ion teacher, Ingrid Pal-
sgrove, “[Watching the 
fashion show is the stu-
dents’] favorite part be-
cause they get to see their 
final project and how ev-
erything came together.”

Students were given 
a topic that they are sup-
posed to base their cloth-
ing ideas around.  This year 
that topic was “Escapade,” 
which includes daring and 
exciting clothing pieces. 

Palsgrove says, “I think 
it’s amazing. Some have 
no sewing experience. The 
beginning class has never 
used a machine before. 
The advanced class made 
a collection of twelve piec-
es, which is hard [to do].” 

Not only has there been 
a lot of hard work put into 
making the clothes, but also 
into setting it up. This is the 
sixth annual and largest 
show that they have ever put 
on. The amount of students 
participating is over 200.

During Open House, 
food trucks and other ac-
tivities will be running 
at the same time as the 
event. There has been a 
lot of hard work put into 
this fashion show, so make 
sure that you don’t miss it!

Fashion Students 
Strut the Runway

Up, Up, & Away to Prom

By Dayquan Moeller
Copy Editor

On May 18, students 
of all shapes and siz-

es showed up in style for 
Millikan’s 2019 Prom, one 
of the biggest nights of 
the year for many seniors.

The event was held at 
the Long Beach Convention 
Center from 7:30 to 11:30.  

“Everyone looked re-
ally nice and it was a re-
ally beautiful venue,” 
says QUEST senior Ali-
cia Casey, who adds that 
she was thankful that “the 
mosh pit wasn’t too crazy.”

In addition to the 
dance floor, there were 
other activities including 
a photo booth, airbrush 
tattoos, and card games.

Seniors Aaron Baldwin 
of COMPASS and Natalie 
Gissel of QUEST took home 
the crowns for Prom King 
and Queen, respectively.

For underclass-
men looking forward to 
Prom next year, COM-
PASS senior Samantha 
Corbin wants them to 
keep in mind that “prom 
is what you make of it.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF HANNAH GALVAN
This years’ prom theme was “Up, Up & Away!” A group of Millikan students are 
pictured above as they prepare to attend the event at the Long Beach Convention Center.
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“QSP Murals Aim to 
Brighten Up Campus”

This article was very in-
formative because I’m in 
QUEST and I didn’t know 
these art pieces were for 
QUEST senior projects. 
These murals really bring 
life to the school and rep-
resent the Millikan com-
munity.

Ashley Brach
Grade 11

Why SB-328 Should Not Be Passed

Procrastination Poses Health Peril

Horton Hears a Racist

By Sara Steichen
Feature Editor

SB-328 is a bill work-
ing its way through 

California legislature. 
It would mandate all Califor-
nia middle and high schools  
start at 8:30 AM or later.  

It was recently ap-
proved (with amend-
ments) in a California Sen-
ate hearing on April 26. 

SB-328 is a bill that 
sounds like a great idea 
upon first hearing it. 

There is plenty of sci-
entific evidence that sup-

ports the idea that ado-
lescents need more sleep, 
and also function bet-
ter later in the morning. 

With that being said, 
starting all schools af-
ter 8:30 AM would not be 
beneficial to all students. 

For example, a major-
ity of students aged 12-18 
do not have a drivers li-
cense, and if their parents 
work, then they would have 
transportation obstacles. 

If schools started at 8:30 
AM but a student’s guard-
ian’s have to be at work by 
8am, then the child still has 

to leave their house early 
to allow for their guardians 
to make it to work on time. 

The later start time 
will not affect the amount 
of sleep they can get, but 
now it means they have to 
go to a possibly unsuper-
vised place until 8:30 AM.

In addition, many 
students in California 
choose to participate in  
extracurricular activi-
ties that would interfere 
with the late start time. 

With a later start time, 
after school sports would go 
much later in the evening. 

This would affect how much 
time student athletes have 
to do homework, which 
would eventually lead to 
students getting less sleep. 

As of now, school dis-
tricts have all been able 
to opt in or out of a lat-
er start time, and I think 
this should continue. 

That way each school 
district can decide what 
is best for their student 
and parent population. 

School start time 
should be a local issue 
and not something that 
is regulated by the state.  

By Andrea Prado
News Editor

 

We’ve all been there 
before - we procras-

tinate on our school assign-
ments by scrolling through 
our social media feed and 
binge watching our favorite 
shows. We end up rushing 
last-minute to complete our 
homework, especially now 
that the last day of school 
is just around the corner. 

It’s likely you’ve heard 
that procrastination leads 
to poor academic perfor-
mance, but putting things 
off to the very last minute 
also puts your health at risk.
Stress and Sleep

A journal of social psy-

chology posted on the Na-
tional Center for Biotech-
nology Information (NCBI) 
reveals that putting off im-
portant tasks can result in 
stress as you rush to com-
plete your work. Stress, 
in turn, is related to ill-
nesses varying from head-
aches and the flu to con-
ditions like heart disease 
and high blood pressure.

The NCBI journal 
concluded that procrasti-
nators also tend to have a 
poor self-image and are 
harder on themselves, 
and these too contribute 
to higher stress levels.

The more stress you 
experience, the harder it 
is for you to fall asleep at 

night. The less sleep you 
get, the tougher it is to 
stay awake during class. 
Health and Immunity

The Association for 
Psychological Science 
confirmed that when com-
pared to non-procrastina-
tors, procrastinators have 
been found to have low 
immunity and tend to fall 
sick often. This can lead 
to factors such as the re-
luctance to eat, exercise 
regularly, or sleep on time. 

The inclination to put 
off important responsibili-
ties, such as a big paper or 
studying for finals, builds 
up stress as deadlines ap-
proach. A student feels 
more pressure to com-

plete their assignments, 
and the stress buildup 
wreaks havoc to their im-
mune system and expos-
es the body to illnesses. 

At the end of the se-
mester, students who pro-
crastinated were not only 
stressed, but fell ill and vis-
ited the doctor more often.

It’s important to re-
member not to beat your-
self up for procrastinating. 
It’s healthy to give your-
self breaks between as-
signments, but you should 
also get your work done 
as soon as you can. The 
sooner you finish your 
homework, the sooner you 
can shift your focus to 
non-academic activities. 

By Jaden Tsai
Staff Reporter 

We grew up reading 
and loving Dr. Seuss 

books as kids. He taught 
children that reading can 
be fun. The author even 

has a whole day 
dedicated to him-
called “Read Across 
America Day” in 
which elementary 
school teachers 
hang up Dr. Seuss 
themed decorations 
in their classrooms. 

However, we 
should not cel-
ebrate Dr. Seuss. 

Before he began 
writing children’s 
books, Dr. Seuss 
drew numerous po-
litical cartoons that 

depicted minorities and 
people of color in extremely 
racist and offensive ways. 

This racist represen-
taion was not only found 
Seuss’ political cartoons, 
but also in his children’s 

books. His book “And To 
Think That I Saw it on 
Mulberry Street” shows 
stereotypical pictures of 
a turban- wearing person 
pulling a cart for white men 
and a Chinese person wear-
ing traditional Japanese 
shoes and a cone-shaped 
hat while eating a bowl 
of rice with chopsticks. 

His children’s book If I 
Ran The Zoo dehumanized 
Asian people as they are 
shown doing tasks for white 
people. This included a tur-
ban-wearing man riding a 
camel-like animal to both 
be put in a zoo, including 
the phrase “A mulligataw-
ny is fine for my zoo. And 
so is a chieftain (the turban-
wearing character in the sto-
ry) I’ll bring one back too.” 

He also portrays Jap-
anese-Americans as hav-
ing squinty eyes, buck 
teeth, and the desire to 
bomb other Americans.

As descendants of 
Japanese immigrants, my 
great-grandma and great-
grandpa were actually put 
into Japanese-American 
internment camps as a re-
sult of American xeno-
phobia. and Dr. Seuss may 
have fueled some of this.

Not that there are sever-
al other instances in which 
he displays racist behavior 
that were not referenced in 
this article. We should al-
low ourselves to read his 
books, but we should take 
into account that many 
of the works of Dr. Se-
uss take a racist direction. 

Issue 7

The letters to the editor 
seem pretty biased in my 
opinion. Either the writers 
choose their friends to be 
in it, choose the simple or 
easy writings, or only have 
a specific grade group. 
I just wish that the edi-
tors could try to be more 
open and include other 
people who have taken 
their time to write letters 
instead of ignoring them.

Kymberly Wright
Grade 11

“Black Authors Matter”

I’ve noticed in my class 
that the opinions of black 
students are ironically 
overshadowed during 
discussions on race. It 
doesn’t make much sense. 
It was shocking to read 
that only 22% of books 
taught in the classroom 
are by authors of color. I 
agree that reading work by 
authors of color would be 
a much better introduction 
to conversations on race. 

Grace Powell 
Grade 11

“Anti-Vaxxers Strike 
Again”

I was happy to see that 
the Corydon brought up 
the growing issue of par-
ents not vaccinating their 
children. I find it extreme-
ly disconcerting that not 
only do people believe 
vaccines cause autism but 
that parents are actually 
putting their kids at risk 
of dangerous diseases. 

Brook Swanson
Grade 12



By Nick DeLucca
Editorial Editor

Is society handing out 
too many participation 

trophies to children? Is 
it fair to the athlete who 
scored 10 goals, scored 
15 touchdowns or hit 
20 home runs to receive 
the same award as the 
‘athlete’ who showed 
up to half the practices 
and never gave 100%?

The response varies 
depending on the child. 
In some cases, a par-
ticipation trophy may 
be beneficial to the self-
esteem of the athlete. It 
serves as a confidence 
booster and promotes 
personal development 
along with a new drive 
to succeed and set goals.

However, for some 
athletes, if they go 
into the season know-
ing that they’ll finish 
with the same reward 
as everyone else, they 
find no drive to expand 
their athletic abilities. 

I think that  the chil-
dren who still have that 
drive to improve and 
be the besr should be 
rewarded differently.

That being said, 
the athletes who show 
the most progression in 
their play (by displaying 
traits of hard work) or 
set themselves as lead-
ers, should be the ones 
receiving these trophies, 
whether it’s for most 
improved, most effort 
shown, or  team MVP.

The children who 
have a negative impact 
on their team or are un-
motivated should be 
left empty handed, de-
spite the possibilities of 
hurting their feelings.
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“Friends are 
Chosen Families”

I believe that helping 
and working with special 
needs kids is something 
that is not only a good 
deed, but it can teach you 
many things. There are 
two kids that are in my 
P.E. class this year and I 
have known them since 
elementary school. Timo-
thy and Rusty are some of 
the kindest people I have 
ever met and I would love 
to meet more.

Angelique Ponce
Grade 9

“Don’t Overload on  
AP’s”

It’s calming to know that 
AP’s aren’t the sole de-
termining factor in be-
ing admitted into college. 
My peers have taken 
more than 3 AP’s each 
year and it makes me 
feel as if I’m not doing 
enough. This article re-
minded me that extra cur-
ricular activities are what 
sets an individual apart.

Makaila Nhan
Grade 11

“California Became a 
Little more Beautiful”

I just wanted to let you 
know that it’s great you 
talked about this natu-
ral occurence. It’s not 
that often there are sto-
ries like this about the 
environment. Although 
I didn’t personally see 
them, I know people who 
did and told me how be-
atiful it was and I think 
you proved that point.

Allen Rivera
Grade 12

Corydon Staff

Cor y don (Kor/iden) n. In pastoral 
literature a name for a shepherd or 

rustic
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What do 
You Want, 
a Cookie?

You Don’t Hate Your Job, You 
Hate Capitalism

The Myth of the AP’s

By Dayquan Moeller
Copy Editor 

According to a 2017 Gal-
lup poll, 70% of Amer-

ican workers hate their jobs, 
and it is not hard to see why.

Wages have stagnated, 
hours have extended, and 
benefits have all but disap-
peared. Even with boom-
ing economic growth and 
low unemployment rates, 
the capitalist workplace 
is still failing its citizens.

While many workers 
keep their head down and 
put up with the current con-
ditions, many collectivists 
around the world are wak-
ing up to the cause of their 
dissatisfaction, and finding 
an alternative by the way 
of workers’ cooperatives.

Simply put, workers 
cooperatives (or co-ops) 
are socialism in its most 
distilled form: a workplace 

democratically owned by 
the workers themselves. 

In a co-op, workers 
discuss, vote, and collec-
tively decide their wages 
and work hours, as op-
posed to a single manager 
making their decisions 
for them. The result is an 
economy in which people 
are prioritized over profits.

Visiting economics pro-
fessor of the New School 
University, New York City 
and a founder of Democra-
cy at Work, Richard Wolff 
has dedicated much of his 
work to the educating and 
studying   of the value of 
co-ops. In an online Q & A, 
he stressed a change away 
“from the traditional, top-
down, hierarchical capital-
ist organization of corporate 
enterprise to the very differ-
ent model of workers func-
tioning democratically.”

Many critics claim 

that a business run in the 
co-op model would be in-
effective. Some say that 
they lack leadership, oth-
ers assume workers are 
lazy and would be lax with 
rules. Yet there is much 
evidence that proves work-
ers co-ops are a successful 
and worthwhile endeavor.

On a global scale, there’s 
the Mondragon Corpora-
tion which employs over 
74,000 workers in Spain.  
Closer to home, a group 
of taxi drivers in Austin 
banded together to form a 
cooperative so successful it 
beat out and replaced Uber 
and Lyft drivers in the city.

Even in our own city 
of Long Beach, commu-
nity members are joining 
together to start a Grocery 
Cooperative. In a world 
of gross economic inequal-
ity, injustice, and exploi-
tation, workers coopera-

By Hannah Torres
Co-Editor-in-Chief

As a senior in my final 
months at Millikan, 

I’ve come to realize that 
half of the AP classes that I 
took over the course of four 
years won’t count towards  
my General Education col-
lege credit and some class-
es won’t count for college 
credit at all. In the end, I 
didn’t plan well enough 
throughout high school 
because I didn’t know. 

I credit this dilemma 
to multiple issues embed-
ded within the education 
system. Primarily, teachers 
continue to preach year after 
year that a score of a three is 
“passing” for any AP exam. 

While this may be true, 
whether your dream school 
will take a score of a three is 
a completely different sto-
ry. For example, Cal State 
Long Beach is known for 

accepting scores of a three 
or above in most subjects. 

However, UCLA 
will only give you elec-
tive credit for a score of a 
three for classes includ-
ing AP English Language 
or AP English Literature.

 A score of a four or five 
in either English course 
will earn you credit for 
English Composition 3, a 
general education course. 

UC Berkeley’s Col-
lege of Letters and Sci-
ences won’t accept a three 
for either of these classes. 

Note that there are 
some AP courses offered 
at Millikan that some col-
leges won’t accept at all. 

In recent years, the 
administration has been 
urging more and more 
students to take AP Semi-
nar and AP Research. 

The major selling 
points on these classes is 
that they “can result in col-

lege credit,”  will earn you 
the AP Capstone diploma 
at graduation, and can in-
crease your competitive-
ness for college admissions.

According to the Col-
lege Board, schools like UC 
Santa Barbara have signed a 
statement of support, public-
ly endorsing AP Capstone. 

I personally appre-
ciate the support, but 
support unfortunate-
ly isn’t college credit. 

In the end, I advise 
all underclassmen to put 
in the time and research 
now. Had someone told me 
the truth earlier, I firmly 
believe my high school 
experience would have 
been a different story. 

It’s not too late. Ensure 
that the rigor of your AP 
classes are actually worth 
it before you devote an en-
tire year of your education 
to them without reciev-
ing the credit you deserve. 

EDITORIAL
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By Sara Steichen
Feature Editor

Many Millikan 
students and 

teachers are looking 
forward to summer. 
Instead of staying home or 
repeating the same outings, 
here are some fun summer 
activities in Long Beach.  
 Moonlight Movies on 
the Beach are a great option 
if you want to get out on 
a hot summer evening. 
Beaches throughout Long 
Beach play movies and 
all are free to anyone who 
wants to come. You are 
able to bring your own 
food as well as your dogs. 
 Next, there is the Pirate 
Invasion of Long Beach at 
Shoreline Aquatic Park on 
June 29-30.  This pirate 
festival is a fun adventure 
filled with pirate 
related food, activities, 
costumes, and shops. 
 There is also the Love 

Long Beach Festival 
on July 27-28. This 
festival celebrates all 
things Long Beach with 
food, art, and live music. 
 Another option is the 
Long Beach Saturday 
Market on June 29 at the 
Pike Outlets. There will be 
many small businesses to 
support, and opportunities 
to get fun food, clothing,  
and meet new people in 
the Long Beach area.
 The Vegan Festival 
is happening on August 
3 at the Pike Outlets. 
This festival will include 
many vegan food and 
clothing options, and 
is open to all who want 
to learn more about a 
plant-based lifestyle. 
 With all of these 
options, there is no 
excuse to stay at home all 
summer. Get some friends 
together and choose an 
event that is right for you.

Summer Events in 
Long Beach

By Katie Hull
Staff Reporter

Students of MIT 
will be going on a 

field trip to Northrop 
Space Park on May 30. 

Thirty-eight students 
will attend as long as they 
have no demerits and have 
maintained good conduct. 

Students will submit 
permission slips in a first-
come, first-serve manner to 
Mr. Prado and Mrs. Pircher 
who will be attending 
the field trip along with 
the selected students.

Mr. Prado says 
that by going on this 
field trip, Millikan will 
“create a partnership 
with Northrop.”

The students will get 

to see top secret areas 
in order to learn how 
satellites, planes, and 
defense systems are made 
and prepared for service.  

The students will 
also be able to see the 
telescope that is currently 
being built there.

The technological 
designs of the equipment 
are made and used by 
computer systems that 
the students can learn at 
Millikan High School.  

This field trip is an 
amazing opportunity 
for MIT students. 

It allows them to see 
possible career paths 
within their pathway 
of technology and the 
impact they can have on 
the world in the future.

Space Park Field Trip

Space Park Field 
Trip 
By Katie Hull 
Staff Reporter 
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Prospector 
Pete Punted 
out of Place
Julian Murillo
Web Editor

Cal State Long Beach has 
officially retired their 

original mascot Prospector 
Pete. The 49er’s mascot was 
removed as the face of the 
school amid controversy 
as indigenous students 
believed the mascot was 
offensive towards them.

While the 49’ers statue 
will remain on campus, 
CSULB has already 
announced that the shark will 
be the new face of the school.

Vice President of the 
Associated Students of 
CSULB, Leen Almahdi, 
is all for the change to 
a more friendly mascot, 
“It makes a lot of sense 
because we have a shark lab 
on campus and we do a lot 
of research with sharks.”

Students chose the shark 
over a stingray or eliminating 
a mascot altogether, with 
a majority vote of 53%.

Do you have a contract already?
Has it been cleared?

Tickets: $180 until May 31
$200 until June 3

Buy tickets @ the banker's window, student store, or
ASB

By Dayquan Moeller
Copy Editor
  

“Can’t Never 
Did a Thing.”

It’s an encouraging quote 
immediately recognized 
by any student who ever 
had Ms. Amy Schwarz, a 
beloved Millikan teacher 
who passed away this May.

Born and raised in the 
midwest, she moved to 
Long Beach to experience 
the diversity that it has to of-
fer. She worked at Millikan 
for 30 years, beginning her 
career as a health teacher 
before physical education.  

“She was a truly kind 
woman who wanted to 
do away with discrimina-
tion and prejudice in her 

community,” says QUEST 
senior Alex Avalos, 
who had her last year.

She was known to 
provide additional finan-
cial support to her stu-
dents such as buying 
prom dresses, new shoes, 
and uniforms for those 
who could not afford it. 

In addition, her door 
was always open for stu-
dents who needed to 
talk.“She always tried to 
make others happy, like a 
mom,” says COMPASS 
senior Jacob Corbin. MBA 
Junior Eduardo Perez adds  
that she “always tried to 
bring out the best in us.”

She is survived by 
family and staff, but most 
of all by her students. 

In Memory of Amy Schwarz

PHOTO COURTESY OF KELLY GARCIA
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By Chloe Pullman
Athletics Editor 

The popular game show, 
Jeopardy, has been 

around since 1964. The 
record as of now for the 
most games won is 74 and 
was set by Ken Jennings. 

However, James 
Holzhauer is the new 
kid on the block and  
his Jeopardy success 
is the talk of the town. 

Even though Holzhau-
er has not been around 
for 74 shows yet, he has 
made more money in 
fewer games than any-
one in Jeopardy history. 

With more than twen-
ty games won, Holzhauer 
has already earned over 
$1.7 million, broken 
100 records, and earned 
an average winnings of 
77 thousand per game. 

The Nevada resident 
graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in math-
ematics in 2008 from the 
University of  Illinois. His  
success  on Jeopardy comes 
as no surprise considering 
Holzhauer  has a career as 
a professional sports bet-
ter, according to ESPN.  

What makes Hol-
zhauer  so hard to be beat 
you ask? His buzzer skills 
are beyond compare. 

He always hits the 
buzzer faster than the oth-
er contestants, making it 
hard for them even if they 
press it as fast as they pos-
sibly can. His knowledge 
is so vast it seems there is 
nothing he does not know. 

Keep up with this 
champion at 7:00 pm on 
ABC every night to see 
how long Holzhauer’s 
winning streak will last.

James Jives at Jeopardy 

By Zoe Renner
Staff Reporter

On May 2nd, the cur-
rent COMPASS fresh-

man class visited  CSULB 
to tour the campus  and 
learn about their offered art 
classes. The tour was divid-
ed into four groups: music, 
dance, visual art and theater. 

COMPASS freshman 
Bailey Aber, who partici-

pated in the visual art tour, 
says, “I liked being able 
to see students in a class 
who are engaged, and be-
ing able to see some of 
the art they were work-
ing on. It gave me an idea 
of what I want to do.”  

 At the end of their tours, 
everybody came together 
and had an open discus-
sion about going to CSULB 
and college in general with 

the department heads and 
Dean of the School of The 
Arts. At the very end, they 
got to experience a special 
performance by the award 
winning vocal jazz group 
Pacific Standard Time.  

At the end of the day, 
everyone who attended 
the trip felt more informed 
about the art programs 
at CSULB, college, and 
potential career choices.

COMPASS Freshmen Consider CSULB

By Liana  Ngauv
Staff Reporter

Millikan’s fresh-
man PEACE pro-

gram will go on a field 
trip to UCI and Chapman 
University on May 24.

UCI and Chapman 
University are well-
known for their presti-
gious law programs which 
connects to PEACE’s 
pathway focal points. 

The purpose for bring-
ing PEACE’s 9th graders 
to these universities is to 
expose students to what’s 
already in their backyard.

“Visiting colleges al-
lows students to step out 
of their day-to-day reality 
and look ahead at what it 

should be,” says PEACE 
Earth-Science and Biol-
ogy teacher, Carly Merrill.

Loretta George, 
PEACE English teacher 
, who planned this field 
trip says, “By going to 
these universities, stu-
dents can get used to these 
colleges and get collec-
tive experiences about the 
college-going culture. Ul-
timately, we are on this ed-
ucational journey together 
these next four years.”

A freshman student in 
PEACE, Jason Castillo-
Herrera says, “[The field 
trip] is good to explore 
possibilities  for the fu-
ture. It’s important to 
visit them so in the future 
you know your options.”    

PEACE Freshmen 
College Campus 
Exploration 

By Emma Sharman
Asst. Page Editor

Every school year, the 
Millikan Music Pro-

gram puts together two out-
door showcases, the first 
of which is performed at 
the start of the school year 
and the second taking place 
at the end. Both of these 
concerts are better known 
as “Music in the Air.”

All music groups par-
ticipate in the event in-
cluding choir, instrumental 
groups, and Color Guard.   

According to Millikan’s 
Director of Vocal Music 
Drake York, “It’s been a long 
tradition. There used to only 
be one [outdoor concert] in 
the Spring and then maybe 
seven years ago they added 
one for the fall as well.”

Contrary to Millikan’s 
indoor music showcases in 
which formal, complex piec-
es of music are performed, 
“Music in the Air” usually 
consists of simple pop tunes 
that appeal to all audiences.

The change in envi-
ronment from indoors to 

outdoors also justifies a 
change in music style and 
attire, seeing as the “Mu-
sic in the Air” concerts 
are more casual overall. 

“[Music in the Air] 
started about 12 years ago 
with the choir director be-
fore me,” York states, “I 
was actually here as a col-
lege aide when it started.”

The lighthearted outdoor 
showcase will take place on 
the May 31 and tickets will 
go on sale around a week 
prior to the event. What a 
way to close up the year!

The Final Tunes of the Year

By  Chance Paxton 
Asst. Video Editor

On April 28th, White 
Supremacist Califor-

nians attempted to rally in 
the Long Beach area. Yet, 
due to massive backlash 
from counter-protestors the 
white supremacist dem-
onstration was cancelled.

On April 26th, unbe-
knownst to both parties 
involved, undercover FBI 
informants had just ar-
rested a young 26 year 
old man for attempting a 
deadly bombing on the 
Los Angeles Community.

According to the U.S. 
Department of Justice, a 

U.S. Army combat vet-
eran and recent Muslim 
convert, Mark Steven Do-
mingo, planned to bomb 
Huntington Beach, the 
Port of Long Beach, and 
the Santa Monica Pier. 

The FBI’s Joint Terror-
ism Task Force spied on 
Domingo for quite some 
time, after he stated public-
ly that he endorsed violent 
Jihad, as well as swearing 
allegiance to ISIS, an Is-
lamic terrorist organization.

According to the U.S. 
Department of Justice, the 
FB. implanted undercover 
agents to act as confidants 
and gave Domingo a fake 
bomb in hopes of  ana-

lyzing what he would do. 
Domingo (believing 

the bomb was real), modi-
fied the bomb  to make it 
much more deadly. Do-
mingo implanted eight 
pounds of three inch nails 
inside of it in order to kill as 
many as possible, accord-
ing to Richard Gonzales 
of National Public Radio.

Domingo was moti-
vated by revenge for the 
attacks of New Zealand 
mosques only weeks prior.

No one was harmed, 
and Domingo is now in fed-
eral custody, facing federal 
offences for providing and 
attempting to provide ma-
terial support to terrorists.

Attempted Terror Attack in Long Beach 
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By Chloe Pullman and 
Noah Devine
Athletics Editor 
Web Editor

Recently, there has been 
a rise in anti-Semitism 

in local communities in 
California. This rise has 
been seen in teens as well 
as adults at parties, syna-
gogues, rallies, and more. 

The Southern Pov-
erty Law Center reports 
a dramatic increase in the 
number of white nation-
alist groups in the U.S., 
from 100 chapters in 2017 
to 148 in 2018. The Anti-
Defamation League reports 
a 182 percent increase in 
incidents of the distribution 
of white supremacist pro-
paganda, and an increase 

in the number of rallies and 
demonstrations by white 
supremacy groups, from 
76 in 2017 to 91 in 2018.

Anti-Semitism is the 
hatred towards Jewish peo-
ples expressed by physi-
cal and verbal abuse.  

These extremists 
believe in a reoc-
currence of the Ho-
locaust, a tragedy, 
which the Jewish 
people are still fight-
ing against to this day. 
There are still survi-
vors we can turn to in 
order to ensure that it 
never happens again. 

Solange Fisch, 
a holocaust survi-
vor, born in France, shares 
some insight and her views 
on the recent rise in anti-

Semitism. Fisch was five 
years old when the Holo-
caust began, and 10 years 
old when the Holocaust 
ended. She moved from 
town to town with her 
mother, until the last two 

and a half years where 
she hid in a town named 
Le Grandbourg, France.

 When asked about the 
recent anti-Semitism at-
tacks not far from home 
Fisch said, “It’s scary. It 
has become more promi-
nent, occurring at schools 
as close as Orange Coun-

ty. It does not seem 
these kids are be-
ing punished. When 
an event occurs 
at a school it sim-
ply dies down af-
ter a week or so.”

“Kids should be 
learning more about 
the Holocaust and 
bigotry. Jewish kids 
should be taught 
to appreciate other 
faiths and not to 

hate on anyone because of 
their faith or who they are.” 

As a Holocaust sur-

vivor, who has experi-
enced the most extreme  
form of Anti-Semitism, 
Fisch fears more violence.  
People need to speak up, 
because children learn 
from their parents and the 
news. Everyone has a re-
sponsibility to protect fu-
ture generations. “People 
from the Holocaust are 
getting older. In 10 years 
a lot of us will have died. 
It is up to the younger gen-
eration to fix the future.”

Solange’s story must 
be shared, protected, 
and and never forgotten. 

We have established 
that this issue is real and 
getting worse. Now we 
must come together and 
figure out how to fix it.

Learning to Love from Past Hate

By Nicolas Ramos
News Editor
 

Critically acclaimed 
HBO series, Game 

of Thrones, came to an 
end on May 19. It started 
out on HBO in 2011, last-
ing a total of eight years. 

Game of Thrones is 
based on the series “A 
Song of Ice and Fire,” 
written by George R.R. 
Martin, named after the 
first book published in 
1996. There are still two 
books left in the series. 

The show takes in-
spiration from European 
feudal society and how 
noble houses compete 
for “The Iron Throne.”

Game of Thrones be-
came the most popular show 
on HBO by 2014 during its 
fourth season, only rising 
from that point on.  

Both U.S. and interna-
tional fans love the show, 
creating a global fan base 
and market that is uncom-
mon for TV shows and 
movies. For example, Con 
of Thrones (like Comic-
Con) in Tennessee sees fans 
from all over the globe.

Now with an end prod-
uct, most fans look for-
ward to an alleged prequels 
in production by HBO 
to keep the fans active. 

Games of 
T h r o n e s 
Comes to an 
Exciting End

By Julissa Munoz
Staff Reporter

The 3-D Art class has 
been at Millikan for 

a few years, so if you 
have a passion for draw-
ing then this elective 
might be the class for you. 

If you are interested 
in something new and 
creative then join 3D 
Art, Design, and Sculpt-
ing next school year. 

3-D art is different com-

pared to any other art class 
available at Millikan.  3-D 
art is art that does not fit on 
paper, but rather makes the 
art come to 
life and tell 
a story of its 
own, so it’s 
a great class 
for many 
c r e a t i v e 
s t u d e n t s .

S o m e 
things stu-
dents  work  on  involves  toy 

design, sculpture, ceramics 
and many more activities. 

“I have had a defi-
nite passion for 3-D art-

work, and it 
e n c o u r a g e d 
me to start 
this class,” 
says Antoi-
nette Bailey, 
the teacher 
of this class.

To Bai-
ley 3-D art is 

more than just drawings 

and painting, 3-D tells a 
story. This elective class 
also offers Career Technol-
ogy Education credentials.

 Jhaila Thomas a se-
nior in COMPASS, one 
of Bailey’s students, won 
first place for the Congres-
sional Art Contest with her 
art piece of Frida Kahlo.

This class is an amaz-
ing opportunity for those 
who want to test their skills 
and try new things through 
multiple mediums of art.   

The Innovative 3-D Art Class  at Millikan

By Isabella Talavera
Staff Reporter

On May 17, each  drama 
class performed a mu-

sical number with a show-
case of scenes, monologues, 
and musical theater numbers 
for their friends and family..

Students in intermedi-
ate drama and above had 
the opportunity to per-
form their own scenes.  

“I felt more and more ex-
cited the closer it got. While 
rehearsing, I felt confident 
seeing how well everyone 
performed together,” says 

COMPASS freshman Rory 
Quinn, “I feel like Intro to 
Theater was a great expe-
rience and that it allowed 
you to work on your cre-
ative skills, make friends, 
and even build confidence!”

“I really enjoyed watch-
ing the whole process from 

learning music and cho-
reography to working out 
the scenes,” says drama 
teacher Shannon Graham. 

“It was fun to put a 
show of this size together 
with students from in-
tro to advanced. It’s good 
to watch it all progress.”

Millikan Drama Showcases Talent
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By Danielle Paulson
Staff Reporter

Millikan’s very own 
Jack Hobusch has 

recently been awarded 
Teacher Librarian of the 
Year by  Long Beach 
School Librarians Asso-
ciation. 

Hobusch has been 
working in the Long Beach 
Unified school District for 
30 years, and he has been 
at Millikan since 2011.

Throughout his career, 
Hobusch has worked at 
a variety of schools, and 
he has made an impact 
everywhere he’s been. 
Students and colleagues 
love him for his humor 
and vibrant personality. 
QUEST freshman, Jas-
mine Sookhor says, “I do 
not have to go into the 
library too many times, 
but whenever I do Mr. 
Hobusch is there greeting 
me and helping me with 
whatever it is that I need.”

Not only has Ho-
busch worked hard to 
connect with students, he 
has also worked hard to 
make the library a warm 
and welcoming environ-
ment that allows students 
to easily receive the re-
sources that they need.

Hobusch says, “It is 
an honor to receive this 
award and to work along-
side such talented stu-
dents and colleagues.” 

By Jaden Tsai
Staff Reporter

If we look out into the 
ocean from Long Beach, 

we see a breakwater, a 
bunch of boats, and may-
be Catalina Island on a 
clear day, but what are 
those little tiny islands that 
look like a fancy hotel?

Lets get some backstory. 
In the 1950’s, Long Beach 
and Signal Hill actually had 
so many oil derricks that the 
city was actually sinking. 

Because of the sink-
ing, oil drilling was banned 
in Long Beach, taking 
away a major part of Long 
Beach economic revenue. 

In 1964, the United 
States Supreme Court 
ruled that the State of 
California had the right 
to drill for oil offshore. 

Islands were then 

built out of rocks from 
Catalina and sand from 
the Long Beach area. 

To prevent the islands 
from uglifying the Long 
Beach ocean, a former 
Disneyland architect by 
the name of Joseph Lin-
esch was hired to design 
an aesthetically pleasing 
landscape on the islands. 

These islands are offi-
cially known as the THUMS 
islands (Texaco (now Chev-
ron), Humble (now Exxon-
Mobil), Union Oil (now 
Chevron), Mobil (now 
ExxonMobil) and Shell). 

Oil production in these 
islands has been dwindling 
down for a while and it will 
eventually come to a halt. 

These unusual islands 
have been here for a long 
time and will continue to 
be here until a plan is made 
for their decommissioning. 

By Dayquan Moeller
Copy Editor

You probably know 
Mr. Underwood as 

the AP Literature teacher 
with a Masters in Eng-
lish, but did you know he 
is also a Master of Beats?

Well, a former master 
of beats, who used to DJ 
as a hobby and side gig in 
high school and college. 

His musicality might 
not surprise AP Litera-
ture students, who heard 
his arguments that “Ev-
ery Breath You Take”  
by The Police is actu-
ally about Frankenstein.

Citing his childhood 
as the source of his love 
for music, he states “I 
can’t think of a time when 
music wasn’t playing.” 

As a teenager he was 

introduced to the contem-
porary beats of hip-hop 
and house music, which 
led to his interest in DJing, 
and the rest is history.

Although his DJ days 
are over, he still remains 
active in the music in-
dustry running his own 
PR consulting business.

“I think of it as a 
hobby, it takes the same 
amount of time as golf or 
woodworking,” Under-
wood says, noting the ad-
vantage of working online.

Underwood explains 
how many of the skills he 
teaches in the classroom 
carry over in his other job, 
stating “It’s all writing 
based, when I write press 
releases, I have to make 
sure every word is spelled 
correctly, and I try to cre-
ate a story about the artist.”

Mill ikan’s 
Star 
Librarian

History of the 
Imfamous Oil Island

Getting Down With 
DJ Underwood

By Paris Blanco
News Editor

During high school, it is 
fairly typical for stu-

dents to receive their driv-
er’s permit and eventually 
their driver’s license. 

However, the tests can 
be very complex and occa-
sionally difficult to prepare 
for. Sometimes it’s hard 
to know what to expect. 

The first step to be-
coming a driver is receiv-
ing your permit when you 
are 15 and 1/2. This is ac-
quired by passing a written 
test taken at the DMV. The 
only way to pass this test to 

study as much as possible.
It is recommended to 

review the driver’s manual 
cover to cover. The web-
site driving-tests.org offers 
good practice tests for free.

Aside from study-
ing, a positive atti-
tude can go a long way 
on the day of the test. 

For the driver’s test, 
passing the behind-the-
wheel exam is necessary. 
To do this, plenty of be-
hind-the-wheel practice is 
a must. At least 50 hours is 
required.  There are many 
things that can only be 
learned from actually driv-
ing, not reading a manual. 

Before your driver’s 
test you should already 
be familiar with your 
car and how sensitive its 
gas and brake pedals are. 

It is also imperative to 
prepare yourself to adapt 
to anything while driving. 
Whether it be unexpect-
ed rain or an ambulance 
coming down the street 
you should be prepared 
for all circumstances. 

But don’t worry, if 
you aren’t quite ready 
to drive yet, retakes of 
driver’s tests are permit-
ted for a fee of $7 and a 
minimum of two weeks 
between each retaken test. 

Tips and Tricks: Permit and Driver’s Test Update on Democratic 
Presidential Candidates 
By Emma Sharman
Feature Editor

By Madison Letts
Staff Reporter

Millikan’s Com-
pass history teach-

er Eric Slater, gradu-
ated in class ‘02, here at 
Millikan High School.

 Slater says, “There 
were no SLCs and not 
even a uniform policy. 
There were way better 
things at the student store. 
I used to get ice cream 
sandwiches every lunch 
the size of my head.” 

The generations were 
said to have changed 

significantly, since they 
didn’t have social me-
dia, block schedule or 
AP’s. “It was a simpler 
time, where kids actually 
got along and everyone 
talked,” Slater explained.

He mentioned that he 
couldn’t imagine the stress 
current students must be en-
during with what students 
have to deal with test wise.

 Eric Slater wanted to 
teach here because his ex-
perience was  great, stat-
ing, “I wanted to make it 
the same experience for 
everyone here again.”

A Change in Dynamic for
Millikan
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On the Right Track

Baseball Season 
Comes to an End

Jamaican Track Team Comes to Millikan

By Elizabeth Dodd
Copy Editor

Moore League just 
ended, so baseball 

is officially done with its 
season. The team finished 
17-12 at Moore League, 
but lost in the first round.

Even though they did 
not win this year, they 
still gave great effort.

The baseball coach, 
Ronnie Keester, says 
“You could say we have 
huge expectations that 

we weren’t about to 
met, but the kids always 
gave a good effort and 
just came a little short.”

Despite not winning 
this season, there were 
still things that the players 
were proud of. Three of 
the students on the base-
ball team, CJ Yogi, Ryan 
Geck, and Caleb Brandon  
were nominated for first 
team All Moore Leagues.

Baseball is proud 
of these team mem-
bers and their season.

By Klaire Ansnes
Staff Reporter

Millikan’s farthest 
thrower, MBA se-

nior, Rico Pryor has re-
cently made it to CIF 
finals. He will compete 
against six others to move 
onto Masters in the CIF 
rounds in California.

It’s a lot of stress go-
ing into these final rounds 
not knowing how the out-
comes of your throws are 
going to be,” says Pryor. 

“The weather is a big 
factor that ruins throw-
ers game because the 
wind could be push-
ing left but your throw 
needs to go straight 

and stay in the sector.” 
To prepare for finals, 

Pryor trains everyday by 
working on his technique 
and his mental game.

“He’s one of my most 
reliable students who is 
always putting in the work 
to get better and doesn’t 
give me attitude about,” 
says Millikan Throw 
Coach Henry Perry. 

“I believe  Rico will 
go far in his career if he 
keeps on putting the work 
that he’s always put in.” 

Pryor works hard and 
no slack is taken on Mil-
likan’s throw team,  so 
come out and support 
Rico Pryor as he takes on 
round two of CIF finals.

By Nick DeLucca
Editorial Editor

College athletes gener-
ate an insane amount of 

revenue for their programs. 
Programs such as Duke bas-
ketball or Alabama football 
fill up stadiums and bring 
in millions, but the athletes 
are left without a paycheck.

One may argue that 
the amount of dedication 
placed in the game at such 
a high level has earned 
these athletes a paycheck; 
however, college ath-

letes should not be paid.
One reason is be-

cause paying athletes 
would mess up the en-
tire recruiting process. 

The top schools would 
be paying top dollar for a 
few athletes and the lower 
end schools would be strug-
gling to bring in impact-
ful athletes, which would 
make many of the regular 
season matchups lopsided.  

College should be a 
platform for athletes to 
prove themselves, plus 
they’re already getting a 

great deal of benefits dur-
ing their college careers. 

They’re receiving (in 
most cases) a free education, 
three meals a day, room and 
board, and an opportunity 
to succeed in a career if ath-
letics don’t work out, which 
I believe should be enough.

College sports should 
remain the last stepping-
stone for an athlete before 
possibly striking it rich in 
the pros. They should be 
playing like they’re go-
ing to get paid, not like 
they’ve already been paid.

Play Like You’re Going to Get Paid

By Madison Letts
Staff Reporter

Millikan’s surf has al-
ways been a popu-

lar extra curricular choice; 
however, there has been a 
curious blunder about what 
the sport really entails. The 
surf coach, Robert Strader, 
has been surfing his whole 
life and loves to teach stu-
dents the ways of the waves 
and the safety involved.

Every year, surf starts 
with a swim practice and 
two swim tests over the span 

of multiple weeks. Many 
people who are interested in 
surf, are just learning how 
to swim. There are exer-
cises every morning in the 
beginning of the first quar-
ter to ensure students are 
ready to handle the waves 
and the oceans’ strong pull.

The swim test consists 
of 30 minutes of freestyle 
swimming at your own pace 
without stopping. Tread-
ing is also taught to which 
is the ability to swim in the 
upright position to keep 
one’s head above water. A 

test for treading also takes 
place before the swim test.

After the test is passed, 
you will have a zero pe-
riod of surf to meet at 
beaches like Huntington 
and Bolsa Chica. It starts 
at 6:30 AM and goes until 
7:40 AM with enough time 
to take a shower and get 
ready for school at the start 
of nutrition at 9:16 AM.

Surf is a very good 
choice for experience 
and opens doors for so 
many more opportuni-
ties and groups of friends.

Year Round Waves
By Katie Hull
Staff Reporter

Many incoming fresh-
men, along with re-

turning sophomores and 
upper-classmen, are ex-
pecting to take part in one 
of the athletic programs 
that the school provides.  
However, in order to be 
a part of these programs, 
athletes must attend try-
outs during the summer.

Some sports that 
will have these sum-
mer tryouts include vol-
leyball, lacrosse, bas-
ketball, and soccer.

Requiring these stu-
dents to spend part of 
their summer on cam-
pus allows the coaches 

to see their devotion 
to the sport and to the 
team they hope to be on. 

These tryouts also 
provide an opportunity 
for athletes to meet the 
coaches and each other. 

Building unity before 
the school year begins 
can have a major impact 
on the upcoming season. 

Athletes can learn 
how they best work to-
gether and what role 
they will play when 
they make the team.

Whether trying out 
for volleyball, basket-
ball, track,  cross-coun-
try, or soccer sports 
require hard work, stam-
ina, teamwork, devotion, 
and strong will power.

Students Sacrifice 
Summer for Sports

By Elena Lopez
Staff Reporter

Millikan's very own  
dance team is tak-

ing the auditorium stage  
on the 24th and 25th this 
May. At 7:00 pm to 9:00 
pm, this showcase features  
fun performances courtesy 
of dance teacher  Jennifer. 

Waters with the help of 
students and professionals. 

According to Jennifer-
Waters “This is a show that 
is comprised of 27 danc-
ers that consist of hip hop, 
balle, jazz, and contempo-
rary.” All of Millikan's tal-
ented dance students will be 
preparing and participating. 

On top of this all, the 

show will even feature a 
couples dance. The whole 
dance department has been  
working together to put this 
show on since winter break. 
This is one of the last dance 
performances for this year. 
The event is $8 presale and 
$10 at the door, so come 
watch  the Unfiltered dance 
show on the 24 and 25!

Unfiltered Unveiled 
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